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Designers commonly work in service of a 
client. They are paid to do work for a client. 
This is all good. When designers act on 
their own, without a client, they become 
activists.”

“



Dieter Rams 
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Design has also evolved from the 
design of objects both physical and 
immaterial, to the design of 
systems, to the design of complex 
adaptive systems.



Design challenges for the next decades

• Conversational Agents 
• Apps for Sharing Economy
• Seamless In-car Experiences
• Domotics and Social Homes
• Locative Media
• Mixed Reality and Gestural Interactions
• Playful Interactions

New technologies are becoming widespread: 

Alexa, Siri 
AirBnB, Uber 
iOS CarPlay, Android Auto 
Nest, Jibo 
Foursquare, Yelp 
Hololens, Perceptual Cameras 
Pokemon Go 



• Accessibility, autonomy and inclusion of 
people of all ages & abilities

• Citizen empowerment, engagement, 
“wisdom of the crowds”

• Sustainability, circularity, environmental 
awareness 

• Safety, reliability and connectedness 

Domotics, Social Homes, 
Conversational Agents

Locative Media, Mixed Reality

Sharing Platforms, Smart Homes

Gestural Interactions, 
Automotive Experiences

New designers may embrace them to address
Design challenges for the next decades
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Jolijn Friedrichs
Student Master Digital Design 
Blogpost on  www.Masterdigitaldesign.com 
The Invisible Journey of a Digital Design Student 
Dec 2018

We must not forget 
about our own 
responsibility and 
the role we want to 
play in society, in 
our lives ”

“

Jolijn's fashion collection 2012 AMFI | Design: iNDiViDUALS |  
Photo: Petrovsky & Ramone 

http://www.Masterdigitaldesign.com


Carmen Scherbaum & Sander Boer

“We created SPIRIT, a mobile 
application as a readily available 
treatment tool that assists 
therapy and improves the life of 
people suffering from obsessive 
cognitive disorder (OCD).”









• A unique Research through Design approach, where design theory 
and real-world projects complement each other

• A “studio model” didactic vision, with interdisciplinary teams and 
top-level coaches from academia and industry

• Partnerships with leading design agencies in Europe

• Ties with TU Eindhoven, Umeå University (Sweden), Indiana  
University of Bloomington (U.S.A)

The M.Sc. in Digital Design at the HvA offers:
How to educate future designers?



meetup.com/master-digital-design

http://meetup.com


• Motivation letter, the first selection is based on your motivation letter.

• Portfolio, if you make the first cut the team will evaluate your 
portfolio.

• Interview,  The final stage is one or more interviews where we 
evaluate the personal fit.

• We have over 200 applicants. Next academic year we plan to start 
with 24 talents.

Application Deadline Europe May 1st.
How to apply
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Thank you

Main website

Contact

www.masterdigitaldesign.com

p.h.m.geurts@hva.nl

mailto:p.h.m.geurts@hva.nl





